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CHILDRENS HOSPITALIZATION IN SELECTED GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS
VALUES ARE IN PERCENT ABOVE 7 BELOW €OUNTRY AVERAGE. YEARS 2000-2002

Ages 0-4 . Ages 5-14
T MALE | FEMALE MALE FEMALE

Tel Aviv-district -3 -6 -4 -3
Jerusalem-district -10 -11 -15 -18
Haifa-sub district 18 24 22 32
Cities / Towns

Haifa 16 21 24 42
K. Ata 23 23 15 21
K. Bialik 10 32 19 -8
K. Motzkin -9 -10 -7 -16
K. Yam 22 27 30 50
K. Tivon 36 134 36 42
Nesher 36 15 22 21
Tirat Carmel 55 50 28 70

Source:

Health and Social Profile of Localities in Israel 1998-2002,

Ministry of Heatlh - Central Bureau of Statistics ,

Pub No. 1270, Jerusalem, May 2006, 594 PP
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Women's Parliament

Platform for Politics from another Perspective

Dr. Esther Hertzog
Women’s Parliament coordinator

Background

Israel’s Women's Parliament is a platform
for critical and feminist debates on the
prevailing policies and discourse in Israel.
The Women’s Parliament was founded
in 1999 by Shin - the Israeli Movement
for Equal Representation of Women: The
Friedrich Ebert Foundation; Beit Berl
College; Hen - Hertzelyia Women and the
municipality of Hertzelyia. The Friedrich
Ebert Foundation, Beit Berl College and
hosting local municipalities sponsor the
activities of the Parliament.

The steering committee of the Women’s
Parliament consists of the following
members: Dr. Esther Hertzog (Women’s
Parliament Coordinator), Yael German
(mayor of Hertzelyia), Dr. Linda Efroni
{economist and advocate), Dr. Varda
Granot (school director), Iris Avraham (ex
vice mayor in Giv'atayim), Ragda Masalha
(director of the infancy educational center
in ElKasami College); Oranit Levy-
Spektor (regional instructorin JDC Israel);
Yonna Markovitz (advocate), Nadin
Holander (organizational consultant),
Ruth Reznik (head of L..O - no to violence
and director of women’s shelters),
Ibtissam Mahamid (social activist), Dr.
Zvyia Walden (linguistic researcher),
Barbara Swirski (head of Adva center for
Social Justice), Yochi Yahel (head of the

association for tenants' protection), Goldy
Koren (police officer and spokeswoman),
Merav Michaeli (journalist),

The Women’s Parliament conducts six
sessions a year. It held 48 sessions between
November 1999 and June 2007. They
focused on feminist perspectives of diverse
subjects, ranging from the state budget,
educational, welfare and absorption
policies, peace and national conflicts, terror
and war issues, military service, elections
and political representation, media
coverage, crime and violence, political
corruption, and the state abductions of
children from disenfranchised mothers.

Locations of the sessions: The Parliament
sessions were held all over the country.
They were organized with the cooperation
of mayors' advisors on women’s issues
in: Hertzelyia, Kiryat Shmona, Beer-
Sheba, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa, Holon,
Peki’in, Kfar-Saba, Tira, Ramat-Gan, Jiser
El-Zarka, Giv'atayim, Daliat El-Carmel,
Shoham, Bak'a El-Garbia, Rosh Ha’ayin,
Rishon Lezion, Ra'anana and Rechovot.

Several sessions took place in the regional
councils of Gezer and Lev Hasharon, and
a few were organized in institutions: Beit
Berl College, an Army base and Neve
Tirza - women’s prison.
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The impact of the Parliament:

The debates in the Women’s Parliament
sessions promoted significant
feminist and social initiatives, such as
the coalition against pornography, which
succeeded in passing a law against
pornography broadcastsonpublictelevision;
a forum against sexual harassment; Jewish-
Arab women’s leadership group (Anwar)
that strives to advance gender equality and
mutual activities for peace.

some

The Women’s Parliament has done well
in terms of raising public awareness to
various issues. The debates had an evident
impact on the public discourse concerning
“the trafficking in women” and on the
understanding of the connection between
prostitution, trafficking in women and
pornography. The Women’s Parliament
had put on the public agenda issues like the
economic discrimination and exploitation
of women in the labor market and their
exclusion from the political power center
and other spheres of public influence.

Another significant achievement of
the Women’s Parliament is the public
exposure that it offers women with evident
accomplishments in the professional
and social activity spheres, through their
appearance on its Panels. More than
250 women have presented their vast
knowledge, insightful interpretations,
moving testimonies and impressive
professional experience at the Parliament’s
debates. They articulated the multiplicity
of Israeli women's voices emanating from
a variety of groups: religious, secular,
Jewish, Arab, lesbian, Ashkenazi, Mizrahi
and others.

Over 7,000 women from diverse
backgrounds attended the 48 Women’s
Parliament sessions between November

1999 and June 2007.

A summary of the sessions that took
place in September 2006 - June 2007:
"Front" and "hinterland" in the second
Lebanese war - Women's voices, was the
topic of the first session, which took place in
September 2006, in Kfar Saba. The event was
hosted by Yehuda Ben Chamo, the mayor.
It was organized with Nessia Shtrasburg-
Keisar, the mayor's advisor on women's
issues and with the Women's Council. Merav
Michaeli convened the discussion, and the
panelists were: Ruti Gur, Riva Muskal, Orit
Lavnin-Dgani, Miri Regev, Chana Beit
Halachmi, Dr. Linda Efroni.

In this opening session women's
experiences of their sufferings from the
missiles attacks of the Chizbulah in the
northern part of Israel, were depicted.
The political and military leadership were
severely criticized by some of the speakers,
for their decision to enter the war and for
neglecting the needs of the civil population
at the hinterland. Also, a political-economic
analysis of the wider background of the war
was presented. The army spokeswoman
presented the difficulties of representing
the army positions and elaborated on
women's role during the war.

A feminist perspective on ecology was
the topic of the second session, which took
place in Haifa, in October 2006. It was
hosted by Shmuel Gelbert, the vice mayor
and organized with Chana Shrudek, the
mayor's advisor on women's issues and
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the Women's Council. Dr. Irit Keinan and
Dr. Chana Safran convened the discussion.
The panelists were: Prof. Arza Cherchman,
Dr. Ronit Fisher, Karmit Lubano, Dr. Dorit
Baum, Liora Aharon and Nisrin Mazawi.

Speakers on the panel of this session
discussed several grave perspectives of
the ecology in Israel: in urban planning,
air and water pollution. Some of the
dangerous processes of the environmental
deterioration in Israel were described and
data concerning pollution measurements
in different parts of the country were
presented. The extended harm inflicted
on weaker populations, inhabiting poorer
areas was discussed.

Gynecology as women's business was
discussed in the third session, which took
place in Hertzelyia in February 2007. This
gathering was organized with the Women's
Department and Ruth Reznik, head of the
Health Department, who also convened the
discussion. The speakers were: Niri David,
Dr. Rachel Adato, Dr. Kifaia Rabi, Ilana
Shemesh, Orit Aviv and Nirit Shapira.

The discussion opened up with a
testimony of a young woman, who was
treated in an offensive and humiliating
manner by a gynecologist. A general
gendered overview of the gynecological
sphere in [sracli medicine was presented
and it clarified that gynecology is
dominated by men (only 20% of all
gynecologists are women), although
half of the patients prefer to be treated
by women gynecologists. A claim was
made by participants in the audience that

women should become the majority of
the gynecologists. Some of the speakers
elaborated on the implications of natural
delivery and giving birth at home, as
well as on the unique role of "Dulas",
who support women when delivering
their babies.

Current Feminism in Israel was the
subject of the fourth session, which took
place in Tel Aviv, in March 2007. It was
organized with Smadar Sinai, head of
the unit for advancing women in the
Kibbutz movement who also convened the
discussion. The speakers were: Dr. Erela
Shadmi, Dr. Rivka Nardi, Rula Dib, Dr.
Gilad Padva, Dr. Orna Sason-Levi, Vered
Madar.

The discussion focused on contemporary
feminism in Israel and its impact on
various groups and spheres. Among the
issues that were raised: the connection
between feminist practice and feminist
vision; processes of personal change,
when entering feminist activity: personal
perspective of the feminist activity in the
Arab society; the impact of Feminism
on the development of "Newmanism" in
Israel; Feminism in a military society;
identity issues in relation to being a
Mizrachi feminist woman.

Sisterhood - A prospective reality or an
illusion? was the subject of the fifth session,
which took place in Lev Hasharon regional
council, in May 2007. It was organized
with Hadasa Russo, the advisor of the
regional council's head on women's issues
and the Women's Forum. The council's
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head, Shyie Itzchak hosted the event. Dr.
Mira Chenik convened the discussion and
the panelists were: Prof. Chana Herzog,
Ora Gafni, Linda, Zipi Nachshon and Dr.
Chana Kehat.

The presenters described their experiences

and offered interpretations for the lack of

solidarity among women as individuals,
groups and organizations. Relating to
various contexts such as religious-secular
women's relationships, "prostitutes” and
"decent" women the speakers expressed
despair, on the one hand and hope on the
other, in regards to the chances for changing
the grave situation. A play by Ibtissam
Machmid and Yonat Klar emphasized the
yearning for solidarity and sisterhood, for
love and mutual support between Jewish
and Arab women.

Women immigrants - a feminist
perspective of their integration in Israel,
was the subject of the sixth session, which
took place in June 2007, in Rechovot. It
was organized with Mara Knebel the vice
mayor and the Women's Forum, and was
hosted by Shuki Forer, the mayor. Dr. Varda

Diamant-Granot convened the discussion
and the panelists were: Tatiana Perverov,
Mali Nagusa, Shoshana Ashual, Prof. Yaffa
Berlovitz and Dr. Esther Hertzog.

This event conveyed warm support to
women immigrants from divergent origins.
"Let's believe", a song written by Dr.
Varda Diamant-Granot was sung by girls
and women migrants from Ethiopia and
Russia, in Ambharic, Russian and Hebrew
and also sung by Varda and the Shuki,
the mayor, in Idish. Testimonies of first
years' difficulties as well as of successes
in the integration processes, were offered
by "veteran-new comers" from Ethiopia,
Russia and Yemen. Stories about the
immigrants' harsh conditions in the Yishuv
period and their impressive struggles for
equal rights, emphasized the fact that
women were involved in the struggle for
their recognition, status and rights from
early times of statehood. The critical
analysis of the bureaucratic absorption
policies in Israel, used the case of the
absorption practices towards the Ethiopian
women as an example.
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The Friedrich-Ebert Foundation -
a longtime partner of the Women’s Parliament

Hermann Biinz

Director of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in Israel

[ am grateful to introduce the activities
of our longtime partner, the Women’s
Parliament in Israel, in 2007, We
particularly appreciate a feminist point of
view, which contributes to the debate of
the political and social events in Israel.

The Women’s Parliament focused this year
not only on a variety of topics that are of
current interest in the Israeli public, but it
had also its 50th jubilee. For this session,
which took place in November, the format
was out of the ordinary, as the panel
consisted of men who dealt with the topic
of violence.

The other sessions throughout the year
dealt with the question, whether women
are excluded from the debate on strategic
security issues, and with topics like current
feminism in Israel especially in a military
society as well as women immigrants
and their problems of integration and
assimilation in Israeli society.

In all the sessions, the participants clearly
stated their own point of view. This makes
the meetings sometimes contentious, but
also inspiring and helpful in broadening
one’s horizon. All of this ensures the

Women’s Parliament as an important
achievement to contribute to the political
and social discussion in Israel.

As one of the main goals of the Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung is to support the status
of women in society, I am very proud
of the FES being a longtime partner of
this unique project. However, the entire
initiative would not have been possible
without the unconditional devotedness
and the competent work of Dr. Hertzog.
The whole FES team is much obliged for
the efforts and the energy that she and
many other women are investing into the
Women’s Parliament over the years.

In the light of this, I would like to
draw attention to the relevance of the
international exchange of ideas regarding
women’s rights. The fruitful ideas gained
in the previous meetings on national issues,
for example those that arose from the
discussions about the position of women
in relation to security, integration and a
military society, are surely meaningful to
be implemented in the international context
as well. Therefore I wish the Women’s
Parliament continuing success in the future
and lots of new ideas and developments.
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